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first importance, has at last become a reality.
Although training is terribly behindhand and an
enormous amount of time is wasted in talk, a very
marked improvement is noticeable in army disci-
pline. We no longer walk about with our rifles ;
we march. We still lack cartridges for regular prac-
tice, but on the other hand nobody now leaves for
the front who has not fired one or two shots. We
have learnt the elementary principles for lining up
in skirmishing order, and for seeking cover. Also
in this respect, the inadequate knowledge of the
instructors is compensated for by the zeal and good-
will of the men. It must be borne in mind that the
Spaniards are the most anti-militaristic people in
the world, and have had no experience of a world
war. For instance, there is as yet not the least
realization of the enormous importance of barbed
wire as a defence against cavalry attacks.

At long last the normal activities of the entire
building trade have been arrested and all the work-
ers put on to constructing lines of defence. This
measure has not come a moment too soon. The
introduction of ration cards in the last few days has
also brought about a big improvement. There is
no actual food shortage but the normal supply has
been seriously affected by hoarding on the part of
those who had the means. It goes without saying
that the Government's decree for parcelling out